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How To Play Common Chord Patterns on Guitar: 
Key of C Major 
 
[Play two down-strums per chord unless otherwise specified] 
 
“I IV V I” Pattern 
 

 
 
“Classic Rock” Pattern (V-IV-I or I-bVII-IV) 
 

[Play four down-strums for last chord] 
 
“Rhythm Changes” Pattern (I-vi-ii-V) 
 

 
 
“50s Rock” Pattern Variation (I-vi-IV-V) 
 

 
 
“Avril Lavigne” Pattern (I-V-vi-IV) 
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How To Play Common Chord Patterns on Guitar: 
Key of G Major 
 
“I IV V I” Pattern 
 

  
 
“Classic Rock” Pattern (V-IV-I or I-bVII-IV) 
 

[play four down-strums for last chord] 
 
“Rhythm Changes” Pattern (I-vi-ii-V) 
 

 
 
“50s Rock” Pattern Variation (I-vi-IV-V) 
 

 
 
“Avril Lavigne” Pattern (I-V-vi-IV) 
 

 
 


